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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The present Doniphan County courthouse at Troy is the fourth court-
house to serve the county. The temporary first building was ocutgrown
by 1858 when the second structure was built on the north side of the
courthouse sguare. It was destroyed by fire March 12, 1867, and the
third courthouse was built in 1867-68 to replace it. The third court-
house had been outgrown by the turn of the century and was razed in 1905
to permit construction of the present building.

Because Doniphan county's bonded indebtedness amounted to almost a
half million dollars {incurred by securing railroads through the county
in the early days), the citizens didn't wish to go deeper in debt to
build the needed courthouse. Cyrus Leland, Jr., who represented the
county in the state legislature in 1903, was successful in having the
legislature and governor approve a bill allowing the Doniphan county
commissioners to assess a special three mill levy on property for four
years to secure the money needed for construction of the new courthouse.

INSTRUCTIU!IONS

In the spring of 1905 the county commissioners--(Nick L. Nelson,
A. B. Symms, and Frank E. Drosselmeier)--requested several architects to
submit proposals. Their choice was the plan of George P. Washburn and
Sons of Cttawa. The general contract for construction was let on July
7, 1905, to J. H. Wagenknecht of Wathena, Doniphan county, for the low
bid of $39,950. Demolition of the old courthouse began a week later,
and in spite of delays caused by rain and late delivery of needed supplies, T
the building was finished in time for the dedication ceremonies on July
4, 1906. Oratory, a parade, fireworks, and the largest crowd in the
history of Doniphan county (6,000 to 8,000) highlighted the day.

SEE

The Doniphan County courthouse is a good example of the Romanesque
influence on government buildings in Kansas. Designed by one of Kangas®
best-known architects, George P. Washburn, it is one of the most
attractive small town courthouses in the state. It is also gignificant
to the political affairs of Doniphan county, having served as the seat
of county goverrment for more than 67 years.
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The honiphan County courthouse is located on the courthouse
square in the center of Troy. It is a three-story Romanesque struc-
ture with a full basement and an attic. There is a circular tower
on each corner and a ten-sided cupola on the top. The base of the
courthouse is of native limestone while most of the rest of the build-
ing is of red brick.

The courthouse has a modified hip roof with gables between the
conical roofs of the towers., The cupola, which has windows around its
entire perimeter, has a dome-type roof. The main entrances to the
building on the north and south ends have native limestone porches
topped with iron railings. The basement, first, and second story
windows have stone sills, but only those on the basement and first
floors have stone lintels. The third story windows are the only ones
with arched lintels, except for the gable windows.

The interior has deouble wood floors, wooden stairs, plastered
walls, and plain dark woodwork. Excluding some offices, most of the
rooms are unchanged except for modern furniture. The two-story
courtroom in the northeast corner of the building even has the original
furniture. ' .

‘A statune of the goddess of justice, which has since been removed,
originally stood on the north gable. Otherwise the exterior is very
much like it was in 1906. The surroundings of the courthouse have
been changed by the construction of a modern jail on the courthouse
square.
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